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FiBL’s mission is defined by the statutes of 1973 

a. to explore and develop practical methods of organic 
agriculture and food systems. 
b. to operate an advisory service for agricultural holdings, 
horticulture and … 
c. to promote the exchange of information to producers and 
consumers. 
d. to promote the teaching of organic agriculture and food 
systems. 
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FiBL 1974 to 2013 
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Capacity building was/is of key importance for 
FiBL 

International Society of Organic Agriculture Research  
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Network of institutes 
initiated by FiBL or 
FiBL projects 

FiBL Austria  
(Vienna): 
25 staff 
 

FiBL Germany 
(Frankfurt): 
30 staff 
 

Bioinstitut Czech 
Republic (Olomouc): 
10 staff 

ISD Slowenien  
(Ljubljana): 
4 staff 
 

IBLA Luxemburg  
(Munsbach): 
6 staff 
 

FiBL Switzerland  
(Frick): 
150 staff 
 

ÖMKI 
(Budapest): 
20 staff 
 

FiBL offices in Kiev, Sikasso (Mali) 
 
Research institutes from FiBL projects: ICCOA in Bangalore, IOA Durrës (Albania), Bioselena 
Plovdiv (Bulgaria), Bolivia, Kenya and India 
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Department of Soil 
Sciences 

 

Department of Crop 
Sciences 

 

Department of 
Livestock Sciences 

 

Department of 
Socioeconomic 

Sciences 

Department of 
Extension, Training 
and Communication 

Department of 
International 
Cooperation 

Dr. Matthias Stolze 
21 plus 9 

Dr. Lucius Tamm 
20 plus 10 

Dr. Veronika Maurer 
24 plus 10 

Dr. Paul Mäder 
14 plus 7 

Robert Obrist 
30 plus 3 

Beate Huber 
15 plus 10 
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Departments of FiBL Switzerland 

Department of Socio- 
Economic Sciences 

Dr. Matthias Stolze 

Department of  
Livestock Sciences 

Dr. Veronika Maurer 

Department of 
Crop Sciences 
Dr. Lucius Tamm 

Department of 
Soil Sciences 

Dr. Paul Mäder 

Department of Extension, 
 Training & Communication 

Robert Obrist 

Department of Inter- 
national Cooperation 

Beate Huber 

Administration, IT,  
Finances & HR 

Beat Droll 
Anne Merz 

Erika Bayer  
Roman Friedrich 
Sabine Götschi  

Stefanie Leu 
Rudolf Rickenbach 
Beat Rickenbacher 

Stefan Williner 
Carmen Winter 

Facility Management 
Thomas Amsler 
Trudi Hunziker 

Anita Ackermann 
Erika Bircher 

Immacolata Cafaro 
Ahmo Hajdarpasic 

Iris Hummel 
Daniel Sandmeier 

Lisbeth Schär 

Experimental  Farms 
Mixed Dairy/Arable Farm 

Bronya Dehlinger 
Alfred Schädeli 

Reto Oertli  
Fabio Treier 

 

Wine production 
Andreas Tuchschmid 

Philip Gallati 
Joel Frei Board of Directors 

Council of the Foundation 
President: Martin Ott 

Long-term Experiments 
Dr. Paul Mäder 
Alfred Berner 

Frédéric Perrochet 

Crop Production Systems 
Dr. Franco Weibel 

Dr. Joelle Herforth-Rahmé 
Ignazio Giordano 
Dominique Lévite 

Giovanna Toschini 

Animal Health 
Dr. Michael Walkenhorst 

Dr. Ariane Maeschli 
Ulrike Biegel 

Maren Jana Bludau 
Dr. Ophélie Christen 

Bianka Lutz 

Extension & Training 
Robert Obrist 

Hans-Ulrich Dierauer 
Richard Bircher 

Daniel Böhler 
Hélène Bougouin 

Véronique Chevillat 
Maurice Clerc 
Barbara Früh 

Andreas Häseli 
Django Hegglin 
Matthias Klaiss 

Martin Koller 
Eric Meili 

Dr. Christophe Notz 
Dr. Claudia Schneider 

Stefan Schürmann 
Jean-Luc Tschabold 

Agriculture in the Tropics 
Dr. Gurbir Singh Bhullar 

Dr. Noah Adamtey 
Dr. Irene Kadzere Forichi 

QM & Security 
(Dr. Regula Bickel) 

(Anne Merz) 
(Thomas Amsler) 

(Anton Kuhn) 
(Hans-Jakob Schärer) 

Soil Quality & Functions 
Dr. Andreas Fliessbach 

Anton Kuhn 
Michael Scheifele 

Parasitology & Laboratory  
Dr. Felix Heckendorn 

Erika Perler 
Zivile Amsler Kepalaite 

Ilse Krenmayr 
Dr. Steffen Werne 

Plant Symbiosis 
Dr. Cécile Thonar 

Dr. Sarah Symanczik 
Adolphe Munyangabe 

Dr. Mathimaran Natarajan 

Climate Impact of  
Organic Agriculture 

Dr. Andreas Gattinger 
Hans-Martin Krause 

Maike Krauss 
Colin Skinner 

Communication 
Adrian Krebs 

Dr. Helga Willer 
Dr. Thomas Alföldi 

Daniel Gorba 
Gregor Grand 

Nathalie Kleine-Herzbruch 
Julia Lernoud 

Theresa Rebholz 
Bernhard Schlatter 

Res Schmutz 
Gilles Weidmann 

Hellmut von Koerber (mandate) 
Jasmin Snigula (mandate) 

Plant Breeding & 
Variety Testing 

Dr. Monika Messmer 
Christine Arncken 

Crop Protection 
Dr. Lucius Tamm 

Dr. Claudia Daniel  
Dr. Jacques Fuchs 

Mathias Ludwig 
Dr. Thomas Oberhänsli 

Hans-Jakob Schärer 
Dr. Barbara Thürig 

Functional  
Agrobiodiversity 
Dr. Henryk Luka 

Guendalina Barloggio 

Input Assessment 
Dr. Bernhard Speiser 

Agroforestry Systems 
Monika Schneider 
Christian Andres 

Nora Kägi 

Market Development 
Dr. Thomas Bernet 

Tobias Eisenring 
Paul van den Berge 

Dr. Salvador Garibay 
Dr. Toralf Richter 

Tetiana Sigg 

Policy 
Dr. Matthias Stolze 

Dr. Judith Hecht 
Dr. Adrian Müller 

Klavdija Ramšak-Noemi 
Otto Schmid 

Consumer Research 
Dr. Hanna Stolz 

Food Quality 
Dr. Regula Bickel 
Sigrid Alexander  

Innovation in Agriculture 
Dr. Robert Home 

Sylvain Quédeville 

Rural Sociology 
Dr. Heidrun Moschitz 

Ingrid Jahrl 

Technology Assessment 
Bernadette Oehen 

Livestock Breeding 
Dr. Anet Spengler Neff 

Anna Bieber 
Dr. Christian Stricker  

Aquaculture 
Dr. Andreas Stamer 

Dr. Timo Stadtlander 
Uwe Krug 

Dr. Jens Wohlfahrt 
Barbara Gerber 

June 1, 2014 

Animal Welfare & Husbandry  
Dr. Veronika Maurer  
Dr. Johanna Probst 

Mirjam Holinger 

Animal Nutrition 
Dr. Florian Leiber  

Anne Isensee 

Agroecology 
Dr. Lukas Pfiffner 
Dr. Sibylle Stöckli 

Sustainability Assessment 
Dr. Christian Schader 

Dr. Matthias Meier 
Lukas Baumgart 

Vanessa Geier 
Jan Landert 

Emilia Schmitt 
Brian Robert Ssebunya 

Moritz Teriete 

FiBL Project Offices 
Kiev (Ukraine) 
Sikasso (Mali) 

Policy & Sector Development 
Beate Huber 

Gian L. Nicolay 
Jiří Urban 

Theme clusters or projects  
are interconnected 

External Specialists  
with Permanent Mandates 

Prof. Dr. Ton Baars  
(relation animal research/Juchowo) 
Dr. Dóra Drexler (relation organic  

research ÖMKI Hungary) 
Anamarija Slabe (EU policy,  
relation Balkan countries) 

Jiří Urban (relation Bioinstitut  
Olomouc, Czech Republic) 

Directors 
Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Urs Niggli 

Dr. habil. Dominique Barjolle 
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191 on-going projects 
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Funding of FiBL Earnings 2013: 19'148'357 CHF 
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Future priorities 
1.  Generate added value to Swiss agriculture by organic 

agriculture. 

2.  Reshape organic agriculture and make it ready to become 
mainstreamed. 

3.  Help organic and other farmers and businesses to improve 
their overall sustainability. 

4.  Be the global reference for organic agriculture and animal 
welfare. 

5.  Be a benchmark for creative, flexible and anticipatory 
research within the agricultural knowledge and innovation 
system (AKIS). 
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Generate added value for Swiss farmers 
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Extension and training 

Group advice sessions for farmers Training courses 

Telephone information 

13 
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Innovation pathway 

Innovation 
towards 
Organic 

3.0 

(2) Facilitate 
joint innovation 
of actors (co-
innovation) 

(1) Recover 
traditional or 

empirical 
knowledge, test 
and improved it 

and make it 
available 

(4) Improve 
resilience of 
production 

systems, farms, 
food chains and 

landscapes 

(3) Improve 
existing organic 
farm technique 
and production 

means 

(5) Accelerate 
the 

development of 
inputs suitable 
for organic and 
agroecological 

systems 

(6) Assess 
adaquately the 

economic, 
social and 
ecological 
impacts 

(6) 
Recommend 

amendments of 
standards for 
organic and 
sustainable 
production 
systems 
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Improve overall sustainability of farms and 
food businesses 

The guidelines of FAO for the assessment of sustainability (2014) 
Developed by HAFL and FiBL. 
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Global reference for organic agriculture and 
animal welfare 
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International cooperation and research 

Market development 

Long term trials in India, Kenya, and Bolivia 

Training and extension  

Poverty,  
Food Security, 

Biodiversity loss, 
Climate Change 
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FiBL en Biovallée 

"   FiBL veut développer les partenariats francophones 
"   Choix d’un partenariat fort avec UN territoire qui a 

valeur d‘exemplarité dans son dispositif de 
participation des acteurs et d‘engagement clair sur 
le développement de la durabilité du territoire 

"   Les moyens de FiBL sont limités, raison pour 
laquelle la valeur d’exemplarité est privilégiée 
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Vers gastro-intestinaux 

Races 

Fourrages 

Gestion des pâturages 

Lute biologique 
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Projets actuels FiBL avec Biovallée 

"   Depuis 2013, les échanges sont établis sur 3 axes 
"   Prévention du parasitisme chez les caprins (Félix 

Heckendorn, Elina Harinck, Michel Bouy) 
"   Dialogue avec les acteurs de la recherche et de la formation 

sur la transition agroécologique de la Biovallée 
"   Développement de projets pour accompagner la transition 

écologique dans un territoire, en partenariat avec les acteurs 
français de la recherche et les acteurs locaux  


